Why did Jesus come to Earth?

He came to Find Us

He came to Love us

He came to heal us

He came to Experience us

He came to SACRIFICE HIS LIFE
 

John 10:1-21

Context of this message was to the Pharisees who had just kicked out of the temple the blind man that Jesus healed. He testified that Jesus healed him and therefore must be from God and they rejected him and kicked him out.

 
The cast of characters and key words;


Thief and robbers- Pharisees, cults, culture the other doors


Watchman-under shepherds Pastors watching over the sheep


First Sheep- Israel 


Other Sheep- Everyone else


Good Shepherd-Jesus


Wolf- Sin and Satan


Gate-Jesus the Doorway to God


Sheep Pen-Followers of Christ

 

1.  The Thief comes to KILL, STEAL AND DESTROY 

“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber… The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full… The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. John 10:1,10,12 (NIV)
 
2. There is only ONE doorway to God…Jesus


Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep… I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. John 10:7,9 (NIV)
 3. The Shepherd KNOWS everyone of his sheep by name


 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out…When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice…"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- John 10:3,4,14 (NIV)  
4. Jesus gave his LIFE for the sheep

 
"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep… just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep…The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again…No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." John 10:11, 15, 17-18 (NIV)
