James 3:1-12

I. WHY MUST I WATCH WHAT I SAY?


1. MY TONGUE DIRECTS WHERE I GO. (vs. 3-4)


2. MY TONGUE CAN DESTROY WHAT I HAVE. (vs. 5-8)


3. MY TONGUE DISPLAYS WHO I AM. (vs. 9-12)

 
THE PROBLEM IS THE HEART

"For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks." Matthew 12:34

 

II. WHAT'S THE SOLUTION?

 


1. GET A NEW HEART
 


"Rid yourself of all the offenses you have committed and get a new heart and a new spirit!" 

Ezekiel 18:31-2, Corinthians 5:17

 


2. ASK GOD FOR HELP EVERYDAY
 

"Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips." 
Psalm 141:3 

 

3. THINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK
 

"Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry." James 1:19
 

WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO YOU TODAY?____________________________________ 

 

WHAT STEPS DOES HE WANT YOU TO TAKE?


MAYBE YOU NEED TO ASK FORGIVENESS?


MAYBE YOU NEED TO GO TO A FAMILY MEMBER OR FRIEND?


MAYBE YOU NEED A NEW HEART?


MAYBE YOU NEED GROW SPIRITUALLY?

________________________________________________________________________

 

 

 

 

READ: James 3:1-12; Matthew 12:33-37

Key verse to remember:  "For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks." Matthew 12:34
 

REFLECT: 

Think of an example from someone you know where their tongue directed where they ended up going in life. Now what about from your life? 
How has your tongue influenced where you went? 
How has your tongue started a firestorm in your life that ended up bringing destruction? How could it have been different?
If you asked those around you how your tongue displays who you are, what would they say? 
Think about what comes out of your mouth on a frequent basis. What does that say about what is in your heart?
On a scale of 1-10 (little – lot), how often do you think before you speak?
 

RENEW:

Most likely all of us need to ask God for forgiveness for how we have misused our tongue as a destructive weapon. Ask Him for forgiveness and to direct you this week to anyone who you may need to seek forgiveness from. At the root of it, it is an issue of the heart. How do you need to allow God to bring healing and wholeness to your heart? Ask for discipline to think before speaking.

 

NEXT WEEK @ THE KEY:

We will continue in James 3 as we talk about wisdom. 

 

