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Matthew 5:10-12 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
1. THE REALITY OF HARASSMENT


". . . when men insult you . . ." (vs. 11a)

2. THE REASON FOR HARASSMENT


". . . because you are my followers" (vs. 11b)


"No servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also."  John 15:20


"Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted." 2 Timothy 3:12

3. MY RESPONSE TO HARASSMENT



* Recognize THE SOURCE


"We are not fighting against human beings, but against wicked spiritual forces. . ." Ephesians 6:12(GN)


* Refuse TO RETALIATE

"If someone does evil to you, don't pay him back with evil. . . Never take revenge. . . let God's wrath do it." Romans 12:17 + 19 (GN)


* Respond POSITIVLY

"Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." Romans 12:21


"Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you." Matthew 5:44


* Rejoice OVER IT

"Be glad and happy . . .!" (vs. 12a)

4. REASONS TO REJOICE


* It means GOD’S SPIRIT CAN BE SEEN IN MY LIFE

… "If you are insulted because of Christ, you are blessed, … for God's Spirit rests on you."1 Peter 4:14

* It means GOD CAN TRUST ME

...... "The apostles (were) full of joy that God considered them worthy to suffer disgrace 
for Jesus' name." Acts 5:41


* It is ONLY TEMPORARY

..... "These troubles . . . won't last very long. Yet this short time of distress will result in God's richest blessing upon us forever and ever!" 2 Corinthians 4:17 (LB)


* Remember MY REWARD

"Since we are God's children . . . if we share Christ's suffering, we will also share in his
glory." Romans 8:17 (GN)


*.... Remain FAITHFUL

"So those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good." 1 Peter 4:19

What is God saying to me today? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


READ: Matthew 5:1-16,; 1 Peter 4:12-19; Romans 12:9-21
Key verse to remember: Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   Matthew 5:10 
REFLECT: 

· Think of a situation where you suffered the reality of harassment. How did it make you feel? Have you ever suffered harassment because you are a follower of Christ? Share the situation with your mate or a friend.

· When you suffer harassment (whether for your faith or otherwise), how do you typically react?

· Of the four parts of response listed – which one is the most difficult for you? Why?

RENEW:

Jesus never said that being persecuted was pleasant or fun. He did say to expect it and to respond to it in a godly way. Think of a recent experience with harassment. How could you have responded in a more godly way? What do you need to change in order for you to rejoice in the midst of harassment? 
NEXT WEEK @ THE KEY:

We will focus on how we are bringing in the harvest for God’s kingdom through ministries and missions efforts at The Key. 
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…a way to connect further with today’s message.








