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"OUR FATHER"
Last week we set the foundation of prayer as being about…

· Connection    John 15:5

· Communion   John 15:9

· Conforming    John 15:10

· Experiencing   John 15:11

The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13 (KJV)

How do we connect to God in a relationship?

1.  HE IS A CARING FATHER

“As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who honor Him…” Psalm 103:13 (NIV)

“Cast all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you!”  1 Peter 5:7 (NIV)

“So don’t worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?  …or what shall we wear?’… Your heavenly Father knows you need these things.”  Matthew 6:31-32 (NIV)

2.  HE IS A CONSISTANT FATHER


“Every good and perfect gift … is from the Father … who does not change like shifting shadows.”  James 1:17 (NIV)

“Even if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown Himself.”  
2 Timothy 2:13 (NIV)
“…God will never go back on his promises.”  Romans 11:29 (LB)

"My God is changeless in his love for me…”  Psalm 59:10 (LB)

3.  HE IS A CLOSE FATHER


“God did this so people would … reach out for Him and find Him, since He is not far from each of us.”  Acts 17:27 (NIV)

· He is never too busy for me.
“The Lord is near to all who call on him…”  Psalm 145:18 (NIV)

· He loves to meet my needs.

“If you…know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”  Matthew 7:11 (NIV)

· He is sympathetic to my hurts.

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”   Psalm 34:18 (NIV)

4.  HE IS A COMPETENT FATHER


“For nothing is impossible with God.”  Luke 1:37 (NIV)

“(God) is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream of – infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes!”  Ephesians 3:20 (LB)

God sent Jesus to REBUILD THE RELATIONSHIP:

“God is on one side and all the people on the other side, and Christ Jesus, himself man, is between them to bring them together, by giving his life for all mankind.” 
 1 Timothy 2:5-6 (LB)

“We are children of God through faith in Jesus Christ.”  Galatians 3:26 (LB)
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