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“They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.” Acts 1:14

 
“42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Acts 2:43-47

COMMUNITY IS CREATED WHEN PEOPLE COME TOGETHER

“A Spiritual community is a gathering of people brought together by their shared love for Christ, love for one another, and longing for more.” Terry Wardle


“For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them." Matthew 18:20 (NIV)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN PEOPLE COME TOGETHER IN A CHRIST CENTERED COMMUNITY?

DEEP LOVING RELATIONSHIPS ARE ESTABLISHED
 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  John 13:34 
UNITY IS CREATED AND THINGS GET DONE


1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.  Ephesians 4:1-6 (NIV)
STRENGTH AND ENCOURAGEMENT ARE COMMUNICATED 


“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Ephesians 4:16 (NIV)

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” 
Ephesians 4:29 (NIV)
A SPIRITUAL FAMILY IS BUILT


“9 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.” 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 (NIV)

“8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” 1 Peter 5:8-9 (NIV)
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